The Hormel Foundation Gifted and Talented Symposium
Leadership Academy
Strength-based, Talent Focused Education: A Key to Meeting the
Needs of Students Whose Brains are Wired Differently
Presented by: Dr. Susan Baum, Director of the 2e Center for Research and
Professional Development at Bridges Academy
Wednesday, June 16, 2021
Keynote and Workshop 8:30 am – 3:30 pm
All listings are in Central Standard Time Zone (GMT 5)

Leadership Day begins with a keynote presentation by Dr. Javetta Roberson, 8:30–9:30 am
In this session, we will examine the different learning characteristics of gifted students with
dyslexia, ADHD, and autism. Known as twice exceptional, these students have unique brain wiring
that requires us to become aware of research-based elements critical to any program designed
for them. Instead of using a deficit model where the focus is on “fixing” them, it becomes
essential to embrace what they can do as well. Through interactive discussions and activities,
participants will understand the need for a strength-based, talent focused approach to learning.
In addition, they will learn specific strategies like starting with strengths days and assessing
strengths, interests and talents in order to use this knowledge to create positive learning
environments where these unique learners can thrive.
Susan Baum, Ph.D. is the Director of the 2e Center for Research and Professional Development at
Bridges Academy, and Provost of the Bridges Graduate School of Cognitive Diversity in Education.
She has won numerous prestigious awards and most recently, the Alexinia Baldwin Gifted &
Special Populations award given by the Special Populations Network of the National Association
of Gifted Children. Susan is widely published including To Gifted and Learning Disabled 3rd edition,
the 2018 NAGC Book of the Year.
Susan is a popular workshop presenter who has traveled worldwide teaching about creativity,
education of the gifted and talented and twice exceptionality.
The $75.00 registration fee includes all materials.

